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ELL Magic Bag Vocabulary Lesson Plan

Level – Kindergarten (Could be modified for older students).
Focus – Learning vocabulary words and descriptions of items relative to themed units. 

Objectives – Students will practice exercises to promote a practical understanding of vocabulary meanings and relationships. Associated TEKS include:
· Language Arts 8A – Discuss meanings of words and develop vocabulary through meaningful/concrete experiences

· Language Arts 8C – Identify words that name persons, places, or things and words that name actions

· Language Arts 1D – Listen critically to interpret and evaluate

· Language Arts 2A – Connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening

· Language Arts 3C – Ask and answer relevant questions and make contributions in small or large group discussions

· Science 5A – Describe properties of objects and characteristics of organisms
· Science 6A – Sort organisms and objects into groups according to their parts and describe how the groups are formed

· Physical Education 7B – Work in a group setting in cooperation with others

Introduction – Today we are going to learn about different types of pets, where they live, and their needs.  (One example from many modification options.)

Materials – 

· Extra large pillow case or other large container (This will be “Magic Bag or Box”)
· Miscellaneous items representative of or related to vocabulary all of different sizes, colors, weights, etc. (ex: large, med, small stuffed animals, food bowls, collars, id tags, pet food, plastic fish bowl, etc.)

· Large index cards with each vocabulary word written clearly

· Picture cards of environments for each type of pet

· Large index cards with each category written clearly

Procedure – 

1. Invite group to form a circle using appropriate transition.

a. “A Circle We Will Make”

2. Introduce lesson by holding up the pillowcase with all items inside and telling students about what type of vocabulary you are going to learn about.

a. “Today we are going to learn about different types of pets, where they live, and their needs.”
b. Ask students some of the pets they have in their homes.

c. Ask students where their pets live (fish bowl, dog house, cage, etc.)

d. Ask students what they do to help take care of their pets (feed, water, exercise, clean up, etc.)

3. Have each student take turns reaching into the “Magic Bag” to pull out an item

a. “We are going to take turns reaching into the “Magic Bag” to pull out something special.”

4. After selecting an item, have the child show the item to the group

a. “Show us what you found.”

5. Have the same child tell the group the name of the item.

a. “Can you tell us the name of this item?”

6. Hold up the card with the vocabulary word, spell the word, and have the group repeat and spell the word together.

a. “This is a cat, c-a-t, cat. Repeat the word with me – cat, c-a-t, cat.”

7. Ask students from the group to give a few descriptive words about the item (large, small, fuzzy, shiny, heavy, etc.)

a. “Tell me about the cat.” I think he is fuzzy. What else can someone tell me about the cat?”

8. After all items have been pulled from the bag, group the items according to categories. (Types of pets, homes, pet needs, and/or any other category).

a. Go around the circle and allow students to group items

b. “A cat is a type of pet.”  “Food is a pet’s need.”

9. Set items from “types of pets” group in the middle of the circle.

10. Ask students to identify which pet lives in which environment using the picture cards.

a. “Tell me which type of pet would live here.”

Practice –

1. Lay out vocabulary cards on floor in the circle.

2. Have students go around the circle independently this time to select an item and place it by the card with the coordinating vocabulary word saying the vocabulary word aloud to the group each time.

3. Go around the circle again if time allows having students place their item by the coordinating category card (type of pet, home, pet’s need, etc.)

Closure – After placing all items back in the “Magic Bag”, review the types of pets, homes, and the needs all pets share. Have students reflect on their favorite pet giving reasons why it was their favorite. Allow a few students to share aloud with the group.
